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April 1,2003

Renée Dana, Team Leader
Bureau of Land Management
Rock Springs Field Office

280 Highway 191 Narh

Rock Springs, Wyoming 82901

Dear Renée Dana:

1 am ‘writing on behalf of American Lands Alliance to comment on the Jack
Morrow Hills Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statermnent and
Coordinated Activity Plan/Draft Green River Resource Management Plan
Amendment (Draft Plan). American Lands is a national conservation organization
dedicated 10 the protection and recovery of North American pative forest,
grassland, desert and aquatic ecosystems: the preservation of biological diversity:
the restoration of watershed integrity; and the promotion of environmental justice
in connection with these poals,

Two vears ago American Lands initiated a Sagebrush Sea Project to promote the
protection and resioration of sapebrush habitat across the West. The enclosed
Sagebrush Sea booklet is the centerpiece of our campaign, deseribing the
geography, flora, fauna, uses and abuses of sagebrush landscapes in nine western
states. Please note on pages 10-11 that the Sagebrush Sea covers the Jack Morrow
Hills planning area, and includes important habitat for sage grouse and other

sagebrush obligate species.

American Lands is concerned about the impacts of land uses proposed in the Draft
Plan on the future viability of sage grouse in the planning area. Oil and gas
development (including coalbed methane development) proposed for the arca
could render huge expanses of habiiat unusable for sage grouse. Continved
livestock grazing in the planning area will also threaten sage grouse nesting, brood
rearing and winter habitats. The affects of these activities on sage grouse and the
Sagebrush Sea are described in the enclosed booklet, end further detailed in
enclosures by Braun (coalbed methane development,) and Webb and Salvo

(grazing).
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SAGE-GROUSE HABITAT NEEDS AND MANAGEMENT ISSUES
& IN THE UPPER GREEN RIVER VALLEY OF WYOMING

By Clait E. Braun (Ph.D)

The author has published over 200 scientific papers (mostly on sage grouse). From 1973-1389
he directed sage grouse research and managemant activities for the Colorado Division of Wildiife

Sage Grouse Populations in North America:

With an intricate couriship display and a fascinating dedication to specific mating arcas (called
“leks™). the sage grouse is a bird admired by many. Once common throughout much of western
North America and known as the “icon of the sagebrush steppe,” populations of this sensitive
species have plummeted across mast of its range. It is estimated that in just the last fifty years,
(here has been a 50% decrease in total area occupied by sage grouse and up Lo an B0% decrease
in total numbers in some areas. Sage grouse are now extinct in at least four states and one
Canadian province where populations once existed. Six petitions recently have been filed 1o list
all remaining populations under the federal Endangered Species Act.

Wyoming — A Core Area for Sage Grouse Recovery:
Wyoming still has one of the sirongest sage grouse populations in the world and will have a
key role in deciding the fate of this magnificent species. In nearby states habitat loss and
fragmentation has largely isolated populations, resulting in significant decreases in sage prouse
numbers and local extinctions. Wyoming still has a meostly connected distrnibution, but il habaat
. fragmentation continues, the State’s presently linked sage grouse population will begin 10
unravel. Maintaining large, unbroken expanses of effective sage grouse habitat throughout
Wyoming thus should be a top priority for land managers.

The Upper Green River Valley and Sage Grouse:

This several million-acre area of predominantly public land (managed by the BLM) provides
exceptional habitat for sage grouse. While present data are too limited to conclusively evaluate
the overall health of the Upper Green's sage grouse populations and trends in the available
habitat, there are worrisome signs, In recent years there has been a local decline in spring
counts of sage grouse numbers and sile inspections have indicated substantial disturbance in
almost all hebitat in the Valley. Besides the impacts from the current natural gas development
boom, new housing, power line and road corridors, and livestock grazing have all affecied sage
grouse habitats. While studies are needed to confirm the extent and specifics of how these
activities harm local populations, it is clear that eontinuing with present practices will result in
habitat decline and reduced distribution and numbers of sape grouse throughou! the Valley

Life History and Critical Ecological Requirements for Healthy Sage Grouse Populations:
Sage grouse require specific sagebrush conditions, which are pencrally scattered over large
expanses, in order to meel the hiding cover, food, and other nesds neceseary for survival. So
sage grouse make seasonal migrations of 10-80 miles from winter to breeding and nesting areas
and then to late brood reanng and fall use sites. Sage grouse winter use arcas are especially
critical for maintaining local populations and, 10 be effective, these areas must meet certain
. requirements for live sagebrush, leaf surface, canopy cover, and height. Alse, leks and nearby
nesting areas require no nearby disturbances during the spring/summer when they are in use.

(OVER)
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. Sape Grouse: The "Spotted Owl" of Sapebrush Sea

by Randy Webb, Ph.D. and Mark Salvo
Introduction

Girazing of domestic livestock has affecied the entire range of the sage grouse. and
with its associated activities, livestock production i3 probably the number ane threat to
sage prouse survival. The historic range of this large, charismatic bird clogely conformed
to the distribution of the sagebrush steppe, covering much of sixteen weslern states and
three Canadian provinces. Between one and two million sage grouse (and perhaps as
many as ten million) lived in the West when Lewis and Clark saw them in 1 806, and huge
flocks were still reported to darken the sky nearly a century later (Patterson 1952, Bem
1932). However, since 1900 the distribution of sage grouse has been shrinking
dramatically, with complete extirpation of populations in Arizona, British Columbia,
Kansas, Nebracka, New Mexico, and Oklzhoma (Braun 1999),

The sape grouse is probably best known for its fascinating mating ritual. In the
early spring, male grouse congregate at "leks,” ancestral strutting grounds that are clear of
large sagebrush and tall debris. To attract a hen, cocks strut, fan (heir tail feathers and
swell their breasis to reveal bright yellow air sacs, The progression of wing movements

. and inflating and deflating air sacs elicits an acoustic "swish-swish-cog-00-poink!”

Sape prouse are sagebrush obligates, deriving food, shelter and cover from the
shrub. But the birds need more than sagebrush: wildflowers (forbs) and insecis are
essential food items. Tall grasses are also required for cover from predators. They prefer
different habitats through the year. For example. ideal nesting habital has a sapebrush
oversiory and a thick prassiforb understory (Gregg 1992, Wakkinen 1990, Roberson
| 984, Autenrieth 1981, Braun et al. 1977). Both the over- and understory provide food,
shelter from the wind and sun, and cover from ground predators and raptors (Delonp et
al. 1995, Webb 1993a, Gregg 1992). As chicks grow, they follow their mothers to
sagebrush stands and forb-rich areas, including wet meadows and riparian arcas
(Connelly 1999), Forbs and insects are required foods of sage grouse chicks. Good winter
range will provide sage groose with access 1o sagebrush under all snow conditions as the
grouse eat only sagebrush during the winter. Duning the year sage grouse may range over
one hundred miles of 1ermin 1o meet their seasonal needs (Hulet et al. 1984). Thus, sage
grouse survival depends on vast expanses of healthy sagebrush hahitat and functioning
hydrologic systems.

The sagebrush shrub-steppe is a ittle-loved landscape and has received minimal
conservation attention in the past. Sagebrush habitat has been fragmented, damaged, and
destroyed by livesiock production, as well as agricultural conversion, suburbanization,
mining, and off-road vehicles. among other factors. Allogether, the decimation of

. sagebrush habitat has reduced the size of the sage grouse breeding population 1o an
estimated 140,000 individuals in Canada and 11 westemn states (Braun 1999). (A scparale
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Trampling is possible on nesis and eggs. However, slow-moving, dim-witted
livestock are unlikely 10 present much of a threat to chicks or adults. A greater problem is
the trampling of wet meadow areas needed by juveniles. Livestock trampling of such
areas—often exacerbated by “development™ of springs and seeps—typically transforms
these naturally highly productive areas into litthe more than mud holes filled with canle
excrement { Braun, B. H. 1986; Low and Berlin 1984).

A common stralegy used by public land agencies to protect stream areas is 1o
move livestock use inte uplands by fencing, herding, or placing "attractants” in the
uplands, such as salt blocks or stock 1anks, However, uplands are also sage grouse
habitat, and upland mesic sites such as streams, wet meadows and springs provide
important summer and fall habitat for the birds, especially in and areas (Savage 1969,
Oakleaf 1971, Aumtenreith, et al. 1982).

Livestock are also known w severely degrade cryptogamic crusts (Fleischner 1994),
which are impertant in providing favorable sites for the germination of vascular plants
{51. Clair, ¢t al. 1984), regulating scil hydrology (Fleischner 1994), stabilizing soil against
wind and water crosion, retaining soil moisture, and promoling equable soil wemperature
regimes (Belnap 1993, 1994; St Clair and Johansen 1993 ; Kalienecker 1997). Intact
eryptogamic crusts prevent invasion by cheatgrass and similar species, These crusts can
require 50 to 100 ycars to recover from livestock trampling (St Clair and Johansen 1993)

Removal of Plants

Forbs and other undersiory plants are cntical as food 1o sage grouse chicks. and as
food for insects, which are key components of the chicks' dicts during their early
development. Even light grazing tends to remove preferred food plants of sage grouse.
while heavy grazing con create barren spaces between sapebrush plants (Daubenmire
1942, p. 62). As the cryptogamic crust, and forb and grass understory is destroved,
sagebrush plants increase in size and abundance and canopy closure often occurs
{Daubenmire 1942, p. 62). This can preveni re-establishment of the forb and grass
understory, even afier grazers have been removed. Also, many areas are so depleted of
forbs that there is no seed source o recover the site, even if livestock grazing ceases.

Forbs and grasses near the nest provide shelier from wind and sun, and visual
concealment from predators (Webh 1993a, 1993b), Livestock grazing directly harms sage
grouse by removing sheltering plants near the nest (Webb 1993b). This is known 1o
diminish both nesting success and chick survival (Klebenow 1969, Hein, ¢t al. 1980,
Autenrieth 1981, Call and Maser 1985, Wakkinen 1990, Crawford and Delong 1997
Gregg et al. 1994, Sveum 1995), Sage grouse avoid grazed shrub-steppe during the
nesting season (NWEA 1999, p. 32 citing Schroeder in prep }—one reason many grazed
areas in Washington no longer support sape grouse (NWEA 1999),
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. 1998, Schroeder 1998). In many areas, larpe reservoirs have been created, frequently
providing irrigation water for the production of livestock feed and fodder. This further
removes and fragments grouse habitat, Throughout the Columbia River Basin and Snake
River Plains, dryland farming, made economically viable by subsidized irripation water
delivery from dams, has resulted in the destruction of immense expanses of sage grouse
habatat,

The infrastructurc that ties rural and suburban areas to urban centers—netwarks of
roads, powerlines, pipelines, etc.—also affects sage grouse, by direclly destroying.
degrading, and fragmenting habitat,

Mining, particularly strip mining, is another type of habitat conversion. Mining
operations release a diversity of pollutants, create additional roads, and add traffic to
existing roads.

Rangeland “Improvements™

Treatment of so-called "rangelands," (an anthropocentric term, as if their only
proper use was for the ranging of livestock) is ofien a matter of killing or controlling
sagebrush to increase the amount of grass for domestic cartle and sheep. "Improving”
rangeland can entail the use of defoliants and other herbicides and pesticides, blading
(bulldozing of sagebrush), chaining (dragging a heavy chain between two vehicles to
mechanically remove sagebrush), and fire (Pechanec, etal. 1954). The Bureau of Land

. Management alone has “treated™ (destroyed) sagebrush on aver 1 B million hectares

(Miller and Eddleman 2000, sum of values in table 5, p. 20)

Ofien, sagebrush is removed to allow for the growing of crested wheatgrass (an
exotic) for livestock forage (Drat 1994, p. 21). All siudies of the impact of crested
wheatgrass plantings on sage grouse show this activity to be detrimental (Rogers 1964;
Klebenow 1970; Martin 1970; Pyrah 1970, 1971; Wallestad 1971, 19754, 1975b, Braun,
ctal. 1977). The monoculiural plantings usurp the place of native plants that sage grouse
use for food, shelter, and concealment (Beck 1975). The alien grass also alters natural fire
regimes. As one scientist stated, “Crested wheatgrass has no nutritive value to sage
grouse...sttracts few insects that can be used by sage grouse. ..[and provides] little cover
value or structure” (Braun 20008), The grass is too short to hide birds even when mature
Vulnerability 1o predation is exacerbated by typical straight row plantings, in which
predators gain long lines of sight for spotting grouse. The time required for habita
recovery can be seven 1o thirty years or more (Braun 2000a). Although sage grouse
occasionally use areas planted 1o crested wheatgrass as lekking grounds, this is
artributable o the high site tenacity of this bird, (For example. sage grouse also lek on the
airport runway in Jackson, Wyoming.) It 18 unlikely that sage grouse prefer crested
wheatgrass for lekking or for any other need.

Jumiper and Pinyon Pine Invasion
. In many areas, native tree species have invaded former sagebrush shrub-steppe
because of fire suppression and caitle grazing (Tisdale and Hironaka 1981). Juniper, in
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I3t makes up e SaebriEh S8 In Oregon

anid southwestesn Washiegion has been bost

‘Weslern ledhal lands &1 &
L aress. i " condribasticey 1o
it o exlincthon of 33 percent of 2tk

\Wepdk rpewad theoue
estimated d{
the= emdangar

[0 [ o

uch of the Segebrush 523 s publidy owned, managed
L3y B Busrddi
e Larsd] thar

sl WMunapement The BLM randges

at by fecleeal land e £ T

dpErcy b with ke unding per acre than any otk
The Emerd A noeeating

i, ot 2 s

it e

s than 2 PesCEril of he regy
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Birds of the
Sagebrush Sea

“Of the twenty-seven different
orders [of birds] recognized by
ornithologists, seventeen are
represented by one or more
species which regularly occur as
residents, migrants or visitants
in the Great Basin.”

Fred A Ryser, Jr. 1985

Birds of the Great Basin

Ameran et
Arreprra b Djern
AMETian [0t

At i) £

At ran dipgesy
Amarrcan gointfogk
A an beane

e rEdn Fo b
Amerman while pelsan
Amernan wiean

A St o ted Maarsheey
Baitd wagie’

Hard ivvadiows

Radir svwaliowe

Beitent inmgftrer

IMack pani

Maclk jwrn

Hisch -bulled i gy
Sitach-hsnad Rultamingbond
Biac-chinned iparrow
Hark -crowmed mighed hemon
Mgk -headed gronbead
Hiai rrciegl STAT

Hiari -shoulferen Lite
Hitack-throafen o
Ml graiiBa ik

i gjfaiie

Hive-gray grarfcanteer
Bive wanped teal
MAghrersgm ararnoeg
Hrewers Backbug

' Flora

BTy s ToW
B tuilpd Fasnem naplven
Brown rreeper

Bt | frelvian
Burewanr-drraitired wcre el
Sullnnl's omals
Aurrermiry mwd
Fushuir

Calefrivyida quall
California quad
Caplenie hvaTaig Dand’
Cabndeld grama
1:_:.|-"ll-l'lﬂ.lli

LNyTn W

Conpian ey

Canary eh

Canfithe wryret

el ar gy
Chininmeg S o
Cinamon Ll

Clarik's mutvrackes
R v

Cameman foon
Common moorben
Comman nghiheak
Camrr posarsanll
LMNTRIR P
Camman siips
Cowger's hawdk

Dok sy s
Doufiie-creded mnmodant

and Fa

.

Ay Mrumasne, Fardidgr Fulimess Snls '\-.-

h
|.'|I|!|.|.|iL.J. I‘..Ill\].u4|:l| o falledl wthi i.'L'.I-l.'r'u.I:_'. o

Sagebrash Country is a highly varied and

apecied that have adapted dhemeslves 1o the

region s viratnng i elevation, mowshire dod

remperature. While “sagebruah” dominatas
v:ﬁl.:ll!:l. e are s f|'r many difterent knds of ssechmsh
L
waldf

LR AT T aruls, Lecs FI:--n'H'I..t

rate a rich mosnie of vegeiation that sappon
8 hest af sronal and insedt species

I thee Sagrbnsh Seu
g mned diverason of ils streains and wetllands, 1he conwve

The use amd abuse o

ol sagehmualy e matlve grasses to ¢ 1ol 1l anad exotin forage
I.II.I::"!‘u . the imvasion of weend and gther non - natmn '\-u':ﬁ.' R .3
I'I'I'.'I'.Ij\ Or more l'-.'. nlenmye Liresinee ,_':J|||'|!' :|.|l'| 'I-l.|||b.|r.
trvpeosied vrinataral wild{ire regimens al
s .llll. il Illl,ll'-l:'l.' hb'!' l||'|5r| |-|_

ihe I.:||-1r~.'..|u The region & FLpal 1 lmE ArTas anil weilacais

cwhere elsr

provide habiat for he preatest diversity of speries Yer

s ime of which sre borme w Nish species that live »

.a. oft_hl Saqe_bush

\hieae aress are amson samne of the most theamrenad ia the

FEgInn |-.'-I|-I"'|l.-‘l'l'|'Jl|' hoth rare and pooe copcmnn §pEcias

are oo’ umipertied. 1Deurrent land uees cominue without

lification, e uture of many Sagelooash Sca speecing

will b wrerermnin and ATl e racover

In these pages we nids o flora and fanna

that e im and depand on the Sagabruzh Sea, Thess species

instlude those fousad o the wge
ol the reginn, the 2rea's wetlands, [is bugh dpine reaches
and its miermingled woadlands

torically. the bagebrush Ses has been treated us o

raeh and grass oo mm milics

|h.ia-|-|»-4|.- There in, however, an

LI,
varisty of sagebrosh wilh nurseros species and smhspecies
thronghout the American West. Whal makes sagebrush so
distinet s hayw Tinely adapted it is to the low wnd vared

magstare conditons nnd ranging clevations of this reglon

Its sofi grayish-green leaves re

V- n grean paar veuned

providing a viral source of feod bor Sapebirunly Sea wildlife
At the \4'!.\'1‘""._*'-"\1! =levations that receive substanil
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snawinll. grows mbalpne by spgebuch. Lewer down mountain
nlapes la montain big sagebrualy, Ai lower and drier elesstions
Erow Fromniag by sagvinssts ol Ousin g sogpsbnsh, Where The
saiks are thunmer gnd sl drier g the smruller varieties of
hl;rhnlﬁh black selgrtrsh .iuuru:f l.u!\r!ll'rufl amang thiein
Line st wdy ol thie I:H.\-I'\.-Fu 3 ['asl._:.-llnlu nds sdentified 36 ||.l?l'|!|'l|!|'.
communities fypes — rarious speeies and subspecies
of sagebirash amd thicit grass and wildBower
understories

The mosaw of vegetation in the
Saprebresh Ses provides foad and
anclter for many apecies af birds.
sumall mud large ma numals, reptiles,
amphibiam and insecs. Sagebmadh
resell w an mesealial hod source
r-!-rr:_lll_\' W wWEF - BT g
Erouse, pyprsy rahluts, sagebrash
vole, prooghorn, rule deer snd
ik I also provides protective
cowver for Foung e rabkits and
farermus s well 8a far nests of sage
Eroukse. kige sparrow, safe thrasher and
Brewer s sparmow, The following are some
el the zagehrush oliligate species —
withert sagebrush Fuhiztan they
cumld iyt smrvive

Sage Grouse. The sage prouss is & siriking and chursmar
ird ikat derives ils nane.
on which icdepends. Sligh
sl lernales are 2 masiled

il amill ahelior from the sagebimish

45 Ueam 2 fert sine, both mabes

irevww ish - gray. Mabes warh up i
pounds; famales half as muoch. White chest feathers and special

ied Birad leathens distinguish gocks during tec sprigg Lrocding
seasan. Cocks have forg black tail frathers with white tips, while
female tail leathers arc moitled black, brown, and white

Fonay Hrzuw

'“Ir-u.q,p." ETaiiae i!'l.-.'|.||H_ ||1uq| L1 r.1|||"_'| n,.'pllr.F LERERTALS S o i
and oten deseribed a .1.r|||.-||.|:ll.r rrnsd n!l'rrlrF and coborful
aataral hastory pagrands in the West. [n earky spring. ot dawn snd
aelters ot dusk, mnles cirmgregate on g [ - :mr!*ralﬂ_‘urlmg
[ 4400 nda b wiuch birds retarn vear afie: YOO = M LrFea %
eesitered smgebnish Leks vary in size from ane o oy acres
and may be up to fitty miles from wintering arcas.
To stract o hen, oocks strat, fan teeir tal feath
ern and swell their breasis 10 reveal braghi
wellow gir sacs, Thair wing movements,
inflating and deflating air wis wuake
an acoustic nwish - swiah- oo oo
FIII:I“- Coerken oy strut thomughout
the righe when the moon i@ bright,
Thrsughout the year, sage
proaste prafer different seasonal
habitats conssliog of sagebmsh,
grmsacs Forha, and other deseri
ilora, Chicks feed oo ingects found
i the ErassEn :|I1mF with lorbs
which alsn provide essental notebon
for nesting bens. Suwmrner range ks a
rombination of sagebruak and forb-rich
areas, mcledimg wel preeadoes and riparian
arcas. Sage grouse ent only sagebnish during
the wander, air guod winier range provides grouse scoess
o sagehrush wnd er all snew conditions. Conse ql,.p:nr'll.-_ EARE
ErvuBs requuare viasl cvpansed of ealithy sagelinuh hulota
with g ihuriy ing mosnic of mabuaral vegElatinn anil fane Honing
brpdrologe: sysiems
The common epeeics of aage grouse i known as the
northern or greater wge grouse. A sccond species, of much
smaller range an smaller physical size is the Gunmison sagc
prouas, now Tecndd andy 1o somtbwestern Colorado and a small
part af Lak

“In time there were two as perfectly adjusted to their habitat as the sage. One was a
mammal, the fleet and graceful pronghorn antelope. The other was a bird, the sage
grouse - the ‘cock of the plains’ of Lewis and Clark.”

Rachel Carson 1962
Sllent 3prng

{ _‘_..-ﬁ‘-\-::l
- r -

[ T T T S R T
Dby Ayratcher
Eardd grafe
Ladiwen ingbed
Eurspean iticfing
Dverite Granteak
Froal Sparrowy
Sedarilf

Gradtfen pagie
Eratuhn [T LTV
Giray M micher
iy wrsm

Cirmat bl frenmn
Grear sgqret

reat orned ol

#ne shiin

Firpan oy

Hain Ry

Frairie LA

R cronabill

Rt breagied muthaich
L

e danbig! il

Aot wigen hliciher

Ryfaid Pnamwrivrupbued
Rulpug-ided fowiee
Sage (rvroe

St P
Lol orama

T vy ATy
say'e phastse

OIS oriake

Soruly jay

Tricolored bisckdurd
Treampeder pan
Tianolra maan
Turkgy wiltis
Veary

Vesper woarroy
Vigshe f v il
Wirgirna rail
VIginday wasfiher
Wates punt
Wastern Bluabin
Wairevn Mycatcher
Wiesharn grabs
Western ipsnghung!
e st mssdowwank
e Wrsech-ov
Wethermn mnwy Ip.ipw'
Wolorn Lamager
BBl el (i et
Wedorn prifoa bl
suden
White-crovwrsed 1pamo
White feoed' ibis

Fallnwy wedrivber
Wallguw B dlapd L1 paxker
Felpw-belled cuchon
Vllowe freasted ol
Frblowy faraciea’ blaci begd

Si3F jeul4

V6. xipuaddy



08-v6LVY

ueld Aoy pajeulpiood SiliH MOLIOY Xoer

By Snpetenily — favim Ruiren

Sagebrush Varieties

Sagehrush or arfeymisa (it ganas) ane e miost
widely distribasted rative shrubs 0 the western
Linited jtates Ssgebrush ofig n.al:i" covered naally
270 milllson et rangang from s bevel 10 neat by [
12,000 feet and i places that rocelve ondy B Inches |
of raim per year. Meady all varisties of sagebirush
are ersdernbe to e western Unied Sleatas, qrownng
nowhere g e (7 the workd"

Mountain, tall or big sagebeush grows at 4,500 -
10,000 fi., frosm CA o the Rocuy b ountairs, + fa
wast . NE anedd S Conaedla to Mesico, T craked
Lo buve o ey, oo |ike cdor

Wyoming big sagebrsh grow at 5,000 - 7000 11,
o WY, AT, 1, 00 e 5D

Bashn by sagebrush grows at 1,500 - 100600 fL, frem
MIT seaith 10 M and theougiout o the Westeen
states Iito HEL The crusher beaf of this sulngpe s |
It @ puncieet sharp odor

Sushalpine bigy samgebrush qrove ot BE00 - 10,0007
i 00, northocentral WY, southaastarmn ID and north
omntral UT

Black sage groes st 4500 - 5,500 #, pamary o the
Great Basir. The erishid lgalha o visod odee
unifce arw other sagebemsh |

Dl oo low wagelsrush groesa o1 1,000 - 12,200 0
from southern £0 1o wetiern 0T, UT, 10, norrem
CA, O g WAL TS lerees have a pledsantly miny
otk

Three-tip Sage growi ot 1,000 - 9000 fL, = B Wa, Ny,
reoatherss UT @ western T 158 s e 3 s
and pheatant odor

Dwyhes or fuzty sagebrush grows ot 1700 - 6,600 fL
in & hew mools in 1D, WY and OR

S sagebrust grows an U000 - 7,000 ., o the
Colurbia Bver Basn of sastern Wi, eastern OF,
werstzmm 1D ard waeitorms BT

Busd sagpaibrush oo a2 1,000 - 500K T n NTT, OF, CA, i
AT, 13, UT ared WM. A small sagehinsh That gics
ondy to soms ore Toog high. It blooms i the sprirg
wrth yellowrsh grecn fiowen

1}

Pﬂ)ﬂ'.qhﬂrrl_ A wtrnctly North Amerscan marmal whitke
fresils date back tothe Middle Miocene. Beputediy the Bstest
milsphere, prongharn are

s with a

IJ 11115

anima! in the Western He

pizheed by their two distisetive slighty curved |

b have hisrns - god by

b promy — boih malesand [=m

across the throat. Abe tor 4 Tect kugh. pronghors cas fun s

s 50 rmides e leour i R Proaghorm are [ausd

ul the oprn phinng ansil graselanads of the Sag

o thee -'r;__"q-n'r- slades excagd Washi Tgton M dliona
aaglairn e ranged throaghaout the Sagebrush Sea Hy

1915, exissive hunting, habilx dagrmaction pnd competiticn

with livestock 1 i pronghorn members i an cstimatrd
B0 T 15 Do With the impleme st of entig cesins
twanus Al Ponscrvalion messures, the prommorn poepualation

b mow growa fo about one million

Bogugham — Lann Pesssweey i Fras asn Cam

swuih Lizard. A sruall lizard, ul
bvw

e b II,.' paiches

2o 3 5 inches

E"I.F with a prray or brown hack wsa i | lastabees 1

gtrupes o [th sides Tt amales have

the lemules are snmetimes crnge around Lhe e k whens
i

treeding. Ui prefers arcas of npen growsosd with scatiere
d I F B

low sagebrush and i found smong pifion anid ureper rees

Pygmy Rabbit. Coosedered the smallesi Moril Ao

rebliin, about B fu 1 unehes with = inch ears. e pygnm

vy B — Wamnrumrnm Do i Toavary 87 Fiad ame Wi aw

witighs from a half - pound 1o s pound. [t Feeda primanly oo
sagk lrutali anud Hves in dense sagrbirush stanals where e
L:real Basin species, the

pyicmy ralibit is i fact founs ghooughaus the Sapebrush Sea

eabbiit Liirrows. Difser ronasder

nltbengh papeiniiorns 1o e it - sepaciolly Washingnon

- are now imperiled

Sagebrush Vole. About 4 0 4.5 imcbies with a tail jusi

awer &n inch, weighing no mare tham 1 3 oaes, the sage

hrush vale 12 ashi-gray with a pale belly and fect, OF all voles
thils vole Hyves in the dricst places, armonggs nagehrush whick

It ears glong with surrcunding greon planes

Sage Sparrow. Al 5 1o f imches boag, gray with a

15 light breant, the sage sparrow Ir
e Feads From the ground snde meath, Sagr

single dark spa =4 L
hitg sagelirush
||!|;|-||_.'-|.||||i||| theeas noEie L the hil!;rl‘._ mh plLamts ard 1end

to return Lo the same breeding grounds year alier your

Brewer's Sp.ﬂrlﬂlﬂl. Abeart 4.5 tnachees long and pale
i ik
n |-||_: wdpit L ush. Ir,

e, ihe Brewer s AATTOW 1§ lime I.|'!'-’-I the

e 1in et i

Sagetirush Sen. I loves

ghe I"! |l'-"| r"l‘ll.'| O the El.- J.'i‘d. BETEING INeFCLE and seeds

5“* Thrasher. Aboos = iches lnng, grayiah birown

+tlurasher lives Il'r':lll!:hd all most

with wellow eyes, e 2a
at the Sarebrush Sea, anid builibs 1, best i o1 spdes

il

shrubs. usnally sagetirimh. |1 feods mainly on insects

h thie brmsh

Tt umderes
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Mammals of the Sagebrush Sea

Marriam's thrisw Sibwvemr- halr!d L
spotied bat Townsenesbigeaned bat
Pallid bat Ord's kg mrqﬂ# i

Big freetail bat De1.|

Kit fox ;1 pﬂ"l"hu s
Littlé pocket micwse ¥ Hnlﬂﬁm

Greal Bassn pocket mouse i
Walker Pass pockel mouse .-
Dark Kangaroo Mouse erl\n\.ﬂ AT
Fale Kangaroo Mouse %, Leastchip i * .-'-"11
Graat Basin kangaron rat P 'Fnll:.\npk‘lh I'
Desert woodrat “ Vwhiteshifiled any teinpe -u:|u||r'l ﬁl
Bushytall waodrat Long- l.ﬁl‘éd_grﬁfﬁ, i
Mountain vole Texas gnteltpe sguine £ 'f
Sagebrush vole ‘Washlnqtnn qmu.nd 'iqulll!'ﬂi"
Pygmy rabhit Towmsend's qml.hd "squrgll'l
Common pikca Parcuplne

Water shrew BlackeCajlnd jacki

Vagrant shew White-talled fac ﬂhhrt.ﬁ'l.
Tevarmmd's pockel gopher Mauntain cottontall
Northern pocket gopher Muskrat® -

Western harvest moute Raccoon

Western pimping mouse Bpaver ; a

Litthe brown myotis (bat) Lo Badges A
Big brown bat Striped sllu.nlt g S
Hoary bat spottad skur - ' I
Spotted bat™ P Yellow-bellied marmaol

Fish of the Sage ‘5-943

The Sagebrudy Sea [v home to numarous fish wedﬂ.
wenek of which lve nowhers slis, Due o limited
water in the region thew habitat s vulnerable and
has hesn adversely affectad by ane|oulture s
developmant

|t ClyawhAntl Tl — K 1w s Swwvnon M

F"'I : '- 2 ¥ Bobcat
£ Maountajn lian
&{hyﬂlls Loyole

ud hyoth
'u‘ﬂ'es Mpipistred
mall-footed myoths
ifernla myotis

California bighom sheep’
Rocky Mountain hlt]huﬂl sheEp
ﬁuﬂqhul‘n

Mule deerblack -talled dear

Al Uit Longrose suker
Fuehead ke Lot Fivpr sucker”
flanytad Mathour sowipm
Borar Lake chab Margined seulin
Ersy T Martfed sruilpiy
dmoigefn iln.‘kﬂ Mabritaen maker
Bl ireud Mowrriany wefatedinh
Rurbsgd Mortfierm peleimiimon
Chinoak saimen Pladag mirinow
Chipedmasct Raunbow trout
Cobo satmonT Bpasiea il
{alarago pikeminnos? Showbraone usker
Cuiani’ Sneckied cage
Cutthwaad troul Stephwad

Emrmpnald shiner Shamecal

Fethiac milnnoea Fahoe sucker
Flaitfmia « bl Tl Saipnre
Wlamsth Lake waalpm Tur eyl

Elamath Lirgesiabe suikor Rimaliita cave
Labwentan cubfumad frosrT Litsh chub

Labpnton rodude ot
LanGesshr Wik
[empave dare

Warmer sucker’
Werhern gifvery s
White sunker

Rocky Mountain elk
White-taiked deir
Red fox
Crmung
¥ Mink
Rivar gttor
mnff.ﬂiell weass|
Uynitsg :q'|'1.|-l,u'|d wuirrel
Righaidson's ground squiired
F, ﬁﬁilnq'\ ground squirnel
 Gobden-mantled wuirrel
e
4 Il"\.

]

Neibinad Trasd  Hoxwsma Gigsary

" Spere, wibperies, of wilpopris bon kited s destpned of
andlangeiod Lrdes the Endangenad Species AL
b e, wittpetes, of srbipatedaton (1 Candadate i Tedees

4 Uewatened and snaengensd species o)
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Wildeness ad Wild & Scenic Rivers

; [ ﬁ b :,L ¢
\;‘,i!;-, ,-f ” :ﬁ'rc- .‘-teéni Mnuntam g:eah:ﬁ:umpasses 5ame of 'tha
R . I'ﬁ: (y ot erologically divérse fandscapes in the Basin and’
e L ",_ £ Rangs. Ecd?_i!?mn Lar{qf! portions of the area have barely
i " peén-dochéd by development, ahd the srea provides
'-'I-ll" zmpn.riant habitat for a Wwide variety of wildlife ranging ¢
< from n'uqratﬂry hirds .:»nd‘bur; game tn rafg .:n::l endan-
qu.lred ma‘mmalr. and fi sh‘ 7 RN w.,.

Thimas r:mq';:, andl'Syivia-Abialbyde 1997 |
W 1- P B f'FIF_Pr r.__-."'-'.lr':'l.r"-'{_.l:"-'r:n.":r—
PNt Al o el i o :

i L% '
oy ST |

e
B
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Protected Wilderness of the Sagebrush Sea

STATE

coLbrabpo

IDAHD
MONTANA

MNEVADA

NORTH DAKOTA
OREGON
SOUTH DAKOTA

WILDEENISS AREA

Mesa Verde
Gunnison Gorge
Black Ridge Canyons
Craters of the Moon
UL Bend

Medicne Lake

Red Rock Lakes
Jarbidge Mountains
Alta Toguima

Arc Dome

Boundary Peak
Currant Mountain
East Humboldts
Jarbidge Addition
Mt. Rose

Quinn Canyon

Ruby Mountains
Table Mountain
Grant Range

Mt Moriah

' %anta Rosa

Black Rock Desert

| Callco Mountains

East Fork High Rock Canyon

High Rock Canyon/Yellow Rock Canyon
High Rock Lake

Littie High Rock

Morth Black Rock Range

! Morth Jackson Mountains
| Pahute Peak

WASHINGTON |

WYOMING

TOTAL

South lackson Mountamns
Theodore Roosavelt
Steens Mountain
Badlands

Juniper Dunes

Encampment

YEAR ACRES

1876 B100
1999 17,700
2000 75,550
18750 43,243
1976 20,819
1979 31,467
1976 32,350
1964 113,167
1989 38,000
1989 115,000
1989 10,000
1989 36,000
1989 36,900
1989 48,500
1959 28,000
1989 27,000
1989 90,000
1989 98,000
1989 50,000
1985 82,000
1989 31,000
2000 315,700
2000 65,400
2000 52800
2000 A6, B0
2000 59,300
2000 48,700
2000 30,800
2000 24,000
2000 57.400
2000 56,800
1978 29,920
2000 174,744
1976 64,144
1954 7140
1984 10,024

2,076,268

Protected Wild and
Scenic Rivers of the
Sagebrush Sea

Montana
+ Uppeer Missouns Haver

Oregon

= Crooied Rrver

+ Deschanes River

= Dhxmmer and Hizen River
+ John Dy Biver

. E.ger Creek

= Morth Fork Croaked River
« Nowrih Fark (hyhee River
+ Cheyher River

» Bnith Fork |ohn Dy Hiver

« West Linthe Db River

- Wildhoran Creek

Cipper byssin Pl sad Sorile River. Banians — Sgorr Swiren
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THE
SAGEBRUSH
SEA

Logand

@l Tre Soguiwush Sea
3 Historic Sage Gawuss Hangs
Custent Sage Grouss Fange

i

'\_N J
0 100 200
) Miles

V64 xipuaddy

NENUE]
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e mrikiled, wasd
oopvertsd to farm
and rangelsnd and fragrented by biman
habitation and development. Throughou

Sagebrueh bea Americans have imposed

fielda, berds of hvestack., irmgation daches, roads, power
limes, I.I.I\H'.l.-hf_' &, anrrees, il and gas extraclion, towns and
aprawitng citen. Land management pracrices irvolving the

planting of nen-native speckes, burning and lire suppressior

have altered the natural patierns of vegetatsan througho

regpions, The effects of agricaliare, road baildiong, residential

commeerruil and ibustrial development, along with the

alirrstion of waterways and wetlands kave taken thear wll,

oo that the erology of this vast landecape is now inperiled

Grazing
!'lrpnmr ¢ o the muddle i5® Enluly. & Mirge of sertheiment
prross the American West lroought 3 rapid expanson of

.||,-;ul.|.|-|.|:.1| netivity ia 1he Ssgebush Sea, v Farmimg and

livesiock gras Az ine pads- mative scttlens impossd ther

patieins of civilmat 1the basins and ranges of the

Sea, the natursl vepetation began in desappear ;

106 |uke sagse grouse. who o nthat la

fior fuesd amid abeclier. Where Lind has bevn beavily graced

ar1-ralives like cheatgrass, srar thistbe, Husalan

1
.II WEE I\.I v |'.|.If musgara IIJ'\'I' LR mvrr, 1n

siine places severely altering natural patterns of vegetation

Forls - weild Barwres aned otk

wibillli[e. (A cow eals b

nids of forage

g fiourth .1.'.1‘JJ.".1.'

rdch month). Livestok ETal

TehEnETY

'irll|1! ‘;\- i’ II'!-|'-\.|"I'a\. ] FHE A |-||||-'|_||~ g LRIT .|I| ;I.

stpcium lzanks ane r.|.|-i¢|l. vepelalion, nogEst -rr!_t

alieriig habiat for riverine and aquiate species, Accarding i
the BLM. over &8 pEreRrt ol 11 pul lic rangel ands ave in

unsatasiaciory comstihiom due tn graxing.

vk pumeg wieyg mrvae - Cinnnes Bervass Duniee Aawiaron

Alhi -.t,;h |.-|u'_'| 3 eI oo ol A i Dineesit :.:ij-rlﬁ!llrrm'

gL mi |ivestiois [LEEE T e ) . !.-\.1-f.|

e Lands prowang program the eatirmaned loss of thus prer

gramn o the L S, Treasiry (o as imaich an 500 millicn anmusldy

Agriculture

| the 30 cenlury, the 11 .5

VETTUTIET P
¢ reduce and crashicate .‘-.H‘.'I.'Illnlll.lll both public

proframs
and provaie lapds. Sagebrush has

1KY,

ORI T Gl [ t_l A

burnt and destroved with ehemical herldeldes. Pes

hive leeer -|t-!.-"|_'|'.|' d 1o eontred parive insects In § lice i

sagrbrush, non- natmve forage grasses like

rested wheat grass
[aram Mis

werr ,-I.'l.n!ni! Ta pralect hnmesie

rures, o long regime of wildfine WP e

0w i

which has aliered vegetaleon patterns, olien o the detrirmem

ol r ira ana ptabes, e

pervent of th nal aagebrash- dominated panpelard has

bren comverted te agricadioral coops

Roads, Fences, Powerlines and Off-
Road Vehicles

Peswls, Frmves and poswerlines have Cragme ot wildlife
habitat through out the Sagrbrush Sea, Fenom and powerlioes
crcaibr ohetacles and heards for animals liks pronghomm, and

privude artificisl perches for rapiors thal prey on ssge grouse
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ehirks and olher valnerable nuimals. [n sy e
ibroughaut the Sagebrush Ses, ol- road veh icles b
damnaged wildlile babitan. Approximatsly half of BLM Linds
ure apén b pmrestricted off - rosd rehade wse with another
4 pereent dessgputed for limited access and only & peroent

of BLM land cluosed 1o off il vehirdes © Human jressures
iR ':lr.ﬁapl-nmh Sea IJIIA.':."llII-_I.' wiear fowmes and citieg in
Galoradio, Muntana, Utsh, Nevado, [daho wnd Oregon, whene

soire ol the nation's fastest growing comernnities are locsted

0il and Gas Exploitation

The integrity of the Sagebrush Sea censywrem in parts of
Wyomirg., Colorade, Uliah, Montana, acd the Dakoas are
threatened by oil and gas eviraclion, s particular by the
il of coalbed methane gas (CHM ), The process

devels

immed to exruci eoa’bed methans dt—:_dglr_-\. I I_J.,.l e
causing drinkiog waier evels o Irop and coptarm:nation
WELET Bolrces. Lras wiells, compressor stations, service romds

ding tha

anid powerlines feyprment wildlife habi ing
of sage grouse — and dismps migration porridors
Wierming b2 the epicemer of industria)l gas deselup

ment: o1, 000 or mare coalbed mathane we |l® are p'."-_r.r il
lor the Powder River Bagun in the next deind o whidy will mb
the: lowal aguifer of over 1 bilhon galluos of water per day.™ As

many a8 70,000 methane wells may be deilled in the Powder

Triad borel marthumyd g slvilling plasfors — Powrs Mo Pasi Bapiosm o S m

Biwer Basin by 2060, Anoiher 10,000 15,000 comventivns]

s wills are projected for southwestern Wyogmng i less

than 20 yeurn ™ Further threateni ng ¢
aciinwent W'

Sagebrush Sea,
g hnolds untypped CBM pererves estimaned

feel - neatly ter

at Jig erillion v wes L eutimared
er Fiver Basin. Pilot CBM projects in

this ares are umdersay

IeiTYEd BN

Mining
Cyanide hesp lesch inining is 3 prosess commmsonly used to
extract gald from ore mined in Creat Has
Sagelerush Ses. Inthis process, Cy

1ilan is sprin
ke aver & hoge |Ir.1|n of mineid ore s panid e sll ind

with ihe g"llli w I8 unlerneath

Tvienlr boneg fmnoh sene — T Mprp

AilfEE H-'.]h!l‘lp" W T (e s a il COvETINE Auirdreds

of acres, are |efi 10 be Il.iilll.'-!rf'vb- waste Residual water and
ruinwaler scep contmmually throueh the heaps whick contain
salt and I‘--"Jl'l'r LA, IR Y ie, #EE DL, ST

5, B

rneteusy. cohalt snd nitrate, resulting in herd
rumnist]

Thete are more than oo eyanide fweans in Nevadn
that wil| threaten waler qualiny [or drcades, Ax the: Wi
Moantais Ming pear Empioe, Nevada, be ap COniale T, ooo

tons llr'u"h. vaooo o of chlande. 2ooo tom of nitest
and 13 tons of seleniam, Ai the Candelsria Mine in Mineral
Ly, Nevada, the concentration of 1y mesaly exered stage

standards, For example, merery cxseds standards by

& times, arsemie by 40 times sod reabdiual

limes, selaniu

evanide by ":-_p 1iemes

Fire Suppression
The icx
of non - mibive vegeta

win ol skewed [

ire rewn mes and the a.pu-..d

us aliered vy natursl panerns of

vegrimtinn in the Sagebrush Sea. The lustorie mosesie of
siebirush habitan has chamged. puitve grasses have reiceated
anl juniper irves have spread io urcas whero they wers no)
previcusly. Somse of these changes ace due 0 climatie evolu

noit are the result of fire Ruppression, cultivation
and develppment
Fire suppressi
oundin
Lix

raced acrous the

it b created dangeross
4 i thie Sagebrash Sea, Lnoiggg range

liom aires im the Great Basin as Bomes

& larw

landscape st vver o miles per hyur -

s percaiil of Idabo’s Big Desert in 2000

L prejactions inelleage thit uniess ¢ e Land e
asrment practicss are changed, the fus
of thet Sagebranh Sea's species will dedine

Fires acore hed

Seen

anvif mal higalih

s ifoaisly

¢ extirnated 10 spreaasl at o mie of ]
nerea per day on Bl M lauds © Disturbance ta deser sanls and
native wegelation e presnge, fire, a;r.ﬂ-lu_.,{- amd dewal
opmeeit contributes significenty 1o the spread of weeds
Between wgls and igye, werds iicreased on the puklic rang:
from g m ores i 07 million acres = The worst invader

may b it ..cl!nra.ﬂ_ g Tlarrmak = vt fare -|1:r'ril|,‘. i - TEE
that has faken over nearty o5 million acee public lard in

the Gread Bagin,

Juniper Control

The jampsr naeds less water than other trees, 5o @ th

i the o moistore conditi

L
ol the Sagehmal Sea's higher
Chut gt too Bk} elevai oo Junaper o sluwly and trees
wam live well over filfieen biand red years. Dhae 1o misumiler

slasding of their role seud Fupction in the EUUSTRICETL,
juntpecs (and pinyen pioe) bave been setively desoroved

by busrning, loggmg. chalning and spraying - to auke woy
far forage grasses and sdher erops. Under natural condiiions
Juniper remains in balanes with sther vegpetation m ihe
Sngebmuah Sea, bt fire suppression snd livestor k grazing
have eresied condinons thae scientisty beliee o sritrideate to
the: spresd of
amel climinatic
bruah steppe fir agriculng

ibper. Aestommtion of matural fire regimes

of Bsth praring and the comvemsion of wRjfe

will belp restore a balanre of

wenafit afl species in the Sagebrush Son

1G-Y6LY
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Wilderness Campaigns

The Federal |and Policy and Mapagement Act of 1g96 UFLPMA) directed the BLM o sdamntify wilde i e rual ity Lamads g e

theeir hinld Lrygge. Theese areas. called Wilderseis Stedy Areas (WSAS}, are managed ander

Prlicy for Lands under Wildernies

Vi dbater, Cinpgrmas

Conservation Efforts

aliforma cor

California

dealling 4 citzens” inveniory and wildernoss frop sl (1

FVELIOIEETE 20

e venpleted in saa1d af upprotected areas thar sl bk els

include Tule Moumain, Skedaddle. Tunnison Mountain and

lwim Peaks W s Sredy Arces, and Shatler Mouniain,

Shinmn Mosiatain and Obasrvailon Peak aol curren

u T
any protective designation. All are withins the Sagebrush S2a
and open o theeats from ofT-mad yehockes, mining. graging

and posaible jumper reoova

Colorado - ciiens wildecess proposal kas been

developed and introdin

.-'|"_|'-E..I.-..|| h_-. the Cakarada

Wl IFTTEES MNetwiork, a coalition led by i

EEVATLL
i by oo businesses FAR
1

The Ll prsposes wilderness proféciion for soven BLM areas

groups and en

COMABLEE 15, J5 0 i T sl sgebirash naitat Thee | -l|"l.||

includes areas 1o portbwest Colarade areund Dusosaur
i Matianal Monuwment, Cold H}u.'i: fra] Meuniain and Yermilinn
2 Bauin. Many of these arean are threstened by granng, ail

ame g deve |-’ el

FLIMMA anuf thee It Manapemen
Heview unitil 1}-1:5#.-; chwpoges 1o Ir—'-|§"~.1.lr them & Wildernese or release thom from

s drsrnsted wery little BLAM Waldsrmrsn 1m the bagnbrunh Sea

]4 | Hmvka Ol Pis Nmasags WA Clalik g |iw e
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¢ mins < amans WreEe o Al e

lLiilhl! = lelaho sogservalanisis sre 4-.|-.|1||- 1l Pl
cinzens’ inventony of BLM sapehrush wildern sss ipuzlity
Linds and heginming 10 diaft legislanon te desigrans BLM

wilderness prema. Thie ieveritary has idantaf iegd & ol

neres of Sage brush Sea wildlands which include- the Bip Lost
Chiyties- Bruneau Cunyonlands, the Lavalands, Canmas

Veail -Beriner Hills, and the leland Fanges. To date the BLM
s sdertrbed only i M million seees in it wildernest furesy
Uf concern Lo eamservanomists 19 that lands identifiod by the
BN for wilderness desaproilan | nohsle moatly sieeq -willed
iy i ek, while imporianl sagebrash hatitats are
clt out. Gurrently. tvere s no designated BLM wildcrmess

mwmi !.Iir'

M"“‘H N - M ontena conservalionists are in the
imiiml stnges of & extsvern’ BLM wildsrness sacvey. Montana
Sagetaraah Sea wildliesds inclade areas adjpcent tothe
Missoun Rever. the nvarine and the apland breaks whini
figrae the cortidor and core of 2 BLM sagehiush wilderoiess
‘complex” This région Lnel wdes Lhe (harles . Ressell
Marinnal Wildldr Re Ffuge, Burnl Lodee { BLM Land ;-|_1||'|'|,'
te the refuge), Bullwhacker, Antelope Creed, Ervin Fadpe,
Chomney Bend . Wood hunek and Bull Creck. Alss called the
Wild Mismsinan™ regu

KRR

haach hins been dealy

Breaks Na M ramme

natel as Ll wer Missna

1l ol CorevETn A

Nevada a.

are: rorsductis

in Mewada
slale's Sagebimush Sen

!J.ur.'l.

wlldermein, Preliminary survevs hove disco v

arcim. ineluding Pilet Feok anad North Pequop. not

ol o Wilderneas Stedy A

ool Oeegon ooy AfANT) ETCUpS

Oregon -

i warrkcig 1

sacal ani

lemess aind high de

A sl polnt huss been the carmpaign b9 pros

riwne] Alvord Diesery ares i1 sounhes

) L ative ManageEme

o, At passed in

Lober 3000, withdrew : 2 mrl

deevelops
bt ol - roud vehicle

ness. Within the wilderness o

5, B aces wer

y i =
&g Lo BLrmt 1 inlativey e

el praeang - Tree wil

affarts inelmls l|-1-||,!: g

3 Batlands Diesery wil x; protecting kay wildlite

t M Gikmiain Natiinal

1
habrts
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Many hc.‘assrmts and

regional groups are working
to conserve and protect
the Sagebrush Sea,

American Lands Allance
www.americanlands.org  202547-9400

Center for Biological Diversity
wwasnLbiologicaldieersity.org 52006235252
Land and Water Fund of the Rockies
wewew lawfund.org  RE4Z-T024
Natlonal Public Lands Grazing Campaign
wewnw publiclandsranching.org 540200 -0053
Western Envinonmental Law Cenler
waea westernlaw org  S410485-2471

Western Watersheds Project
wwin westermwateshedsorg  208/788-2750

Wildlands Center for Preventing Roads
woana il kclfpnalscpr .ong 40675439551

CALIFORMNIA

Calformia Wilderness Coalition
waww Cahwild.crg 5307580380

COLORADO

Center for Native Ecosystems
voww.nativeecostems.ong | 3032470958

Colorado Environmental Coalition
wyaw.ourcolorado.org 9702430002

Great Old Broads for Wilderness
wwew greatoldbroadsong  9M0385-9577
Sinapu

www.sinapu.org  303447-8655

IDAHD
Commities for idsho's High Deserd
wwaw dihd crg M0RMI9-1679

Idaho Conservation
vwaw wildidaha.ong 20BG45-8933

iremis Poggh pamrs propryes Figemers Clgn S erm

A
(18)

Artt elope Refmge. Beaty's Butie and Sheldon National Wildlife

Aefame in Nevada prodecing the: Uwyhee Canyunlamds; and

Wild aml Seende Rover devgnation for a mumbser of the refion

L NEFTTET

Utath - he 10 Wilderness Coalition. which inclades
ot sl and pational conservation growps. is lesding the
arnpalgn o protec Uinh's BLM wildernens linda. The

el itian haw drafted legulation which propoises 5.0 million

peres of BLM Liswl o be desigrsted s wildersess and ident
fies wilderness quality lacds in 11 different regions in Utk

el 1|r,F the Bockehifls. Greator Disssarr, Ureat Basin, the

Henry Moumsins and the San Buafsel Swell, A of theer areas

rontain sagehneah wibder s

“"ﬂﬁhutgiﬂl‘.l There v oy abol 100,000
aeres of BLM land m Waak ireton ¥ Sagrbrosh Sea with ooe

srmall wilderness area, the Juniper Dusses, What Litle ather

V64 xipuaddy
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wildlands remain are mestly cncompassed by the flunfornd
Heach Nationa! Momsmeni sdgacent manonal wildlife re (iagee
and nea rhy Yakomss Aroy Training Cenger.

“r'rWl'l'I i l‘g - A coalition of Wyo ming conscrvatian
J!‘H:.I|u-'- imventaried the state’s DM wildlands, and pualilisteed
their Dndings in “%ilderness ar Bask — The Ciripens”
Wilderness Froposal for Wyomang BLM Lande ™ It proposcs 1o
profect oo rnillon acres of Wroming B LM land as wildsinese,
inchuding Sngebnmh Sea i the Baghorn Basin, the Red
Dicwent, l'lall_l.ru;i.'-:r!r' Rasin, Ik Monntain aod Mill Greek
im thie Green River Basla. and paris of the Wind Biver, Plaite
River, ind Powder River basing. Home 10 go,c00 pronghom
rave desert clic, wikd horses. sage grouse sl rapiors, (ese
areas are threatened h_1.'-'n-1] tesd methane developmenr, off-
road velucle wse, raving snd isscosted runge developments
In & relsted nmpaign. over soc conservatiomn grougss aml
Iocal budinesses dfied the Citizens” Bed Desert Provsction
Aliernative in resporse to the BLM s proposed managrmeai
plan for the Jack Morrow Hills

Sage Grouse Protection

An indlicabr spoecses for the Sagelirush Sra. sage groase
have inhabited ihe western United Staies and southern
Canada sioee the Ficistocene epoch. Deserilaed by Lewin

and Clark in ibob, nineeenth cenury setilzm ravelers

reparied huge flocks of sage gronss that darkened the sky
5-'.5-:‘ [Erotiss a1 .;'iu|1r:'.| ukh Sea are |r.'|.:F|.l\,l.:|-]_||r

The historu: range of sage grouse clesely condo rmed o
the distribution of sl and nll R_'l.|_,:'-|rnh|t inwhat bevame
aivteen Weaters ntates and thive Cinedian provinoes, Bui
BInEE 100 tage gronss populations have shirunk and they no
iI.IL-EI'F oorur in Arisc o, British Columibia, Konsag, Nebraska
Niw Mexyco, and Chlabnma S.lp'- dToaIas ||n!|..l;u..m-: hare
declined is mmsch as 45 Bo pereent over the pust 3o vears due
to hahiiat destroction, degradation and fragmentation, The

“The sage and the grouse seem made for

each other, The original range of the bird
coincided with the range of the sage, and
as the sagelands have been reduced, so
the populations of grouse have dwindled.”

Rache| Carion 1962
Sitent spring

furtal mage growse population. estimatesd a1 3go, 000 ndivid
als, fepresents nr--:r;'pm:u wight periend of hsturic numbers
Aurserican Lands and partne re are workliig o sesore sige
grouse populations by rawing pubdlic awareness of e
Sagehnush Seq and recrutting volces meide and aurside ihe
enmit Fvalscn comamunity ko sprak an s behall Our goal s 1o
IEOOVET Al Qiousr !!I11l1|l.xll.|u.- o pravide o huntable sor
plus. With the e samplre of sage prowse, we herpe 1o educate the
|.-||||!|-= smd decision- makers abour sagelinush ecosystems aml
work toward inuproved managemien azd protoction for the

growse andl other saygebrish oblignie spocies

MONTARA

Montana Wildemess htn;i;;i::n
wawna wildmontana.org  406443-7350

NEVADA

wwnw nevedawilderness.org  T75/324-7667
Great Basin Mine Watch
wwas.greathasinminewatch.org 775348 1986

Nevada Wilderness Project
wwwowildnevada.org  7757T46- 7850

NEW MEXICO

Farest Guardians
woow fouardians org  S0S/8BE-9126

OREGON
Audubon Socety of Porthand
wwwaudubonportiand.org  S03/292-6855
Hells Canyon Preservation Couwneil
wwaw hollscampon.org 541963 3950
Oregon Natural Deserl Association
www.ondaorg 5035250193
Oregon Chagter Sierra Club
www.oregon sisracisboorg 5032380442
Oregon Traut
whenwortrout.ong  S03222-9081
Predator Defense Ingtitute
www redatordefenseong  541937-4261
JTAN
Southern Utah Wilderness Aliance
wwwisuwaorg B01486-3161

WASHINGYON
Nerthwest Ecosystem Alllance

whenw Bconystemuorg 20667 1-9950
W‘I'_CIMIHG

Biodiversity Assocates
waw blodbversityassociates.org 3077427978

Si3F jeul4
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Comservationists cllor o lisd Uhe® mo P sas gnoise
under the Foalangered Species 4ot {8 begimning 1o poecipitate

pobicy chargses aesl incresse fundimg for pruleston asd

resickralinm of auge grosse hubsil, American Lar il art

mern hoawve Talesf u periilion o limt the: (itinimon sags Erodise
under the Exsdangered Species Aot and the U5 Fishand

Wililife Servioe pow describes the Gupnisun gs a cumsl date Fos

FSA limtumg, Dnloemustioonal brvediarss awd juil bl prese otationa
MI|".ri|,|-".:|_‘|'.|':| Clr Eesnade, rooloe] i |if-r|.l i oo C o -
nitie s 10 couriEr vppEsilisn 10 Mg gt eonscrvkion from
thiwr with vested (aterests (nocarreral Land. use and muamage

anenn practices that damoee el degrade sage grows: habaial

ainst

Campaign Ag

Industrial Recreation

CHI road vehicles COEVx) represent one of the fustest

Erowing threais to ibhe natural iste@Frity of i peullsc linds

Conservation groups throughout the

country are working to ensure that:

&= DRV are limited 1o existing routes,
cloarly marked a open to ORVs, whers
environmental damage can be minimzed

= ORVs are allowed only where land
managers cen demonstrate the ability
to monitor thelr im pact and enforce rules
to prevent impairment of the landscape

= ORVSs be prohibited in legislatively or
administratively proposed wilderness
areas, roadless areas, and areas of critical
environmental concem.

particularly those within the delicately balanesd epoapatem
of America’s Sapchnh Sea, ONY wse dirmi nishes and
icarrongs the qualitics for which most Amenoens value these
ands — elean air and water. protection of wildlilc arl their
Fabat and the beanry anad 'i:mqu.l.l_. af untrammeled wild
places. The increased populartty of ORVE hes commnied with

logpical advances thst have cuabled Lhese machires

to pencirile decper (idu prstane ba shenwntry arcrs. DRVs
are particulariy devasming to the fragile soils i the
Sage=biush Ses and io h:,zlm. dermert vemetalio s UEYS epads sodl

v arvas whi

et water ||u:|l.h' b inern s g
sedimeniation in streamms. Nol sy OF Ve dhisturb wildlife. cause
air poliution and negutively eflco human beatth (Vs alzn
dlestinrly non - moi origed recreadon, nchading hanling, hik
i, fishing mod wildlile waiching. so that a single CHV ueer
riagl ig

mreates an impact far preater, mare Lasibog and

Uhan o Ly reerenlions] ieem of the Sagebrush Saea

Public Lands Livestock
Grazing Permit Buyout

Since 1igf, o growisg aunber of conservaion orgam
ealioas have advocnied for feders] egislation to authoroe
aral funid & program o albow livesieck opernioes fo relingquish
their federal grapog permiis (o the government in exchange

for compensation, The legn

katism wousd reguare permanent

returrrmerd af e |ermits renllocate forapre towildhile and

prums wilermber taratian by allowing msawniled

e Vs of domestic [ivesinck

anng, Uperatoms particrpatiig o thae [rogEranm wod

cumdinast o o Hie r Base priperiied, i o il mne thaeir

payvmania to restructure their vanch {includine purthase

more prrrvate grarong hed) o prraTEeR wostilal

benelil xpoyers who would no longer be subsidwng Live
Bk 5"|.| LAE O retired alboimems

Formancnt permt receerment m prohibiled undey
current law whinds elfectively requires Burean of Land

Mannpemen! sid Forest Service managers fo trofer

atleed Ayl oy o Lo oo i bt ek mtnsn, Bmivamad dujfoioper Exfge Chrpes
| T AL T —

Frating ..|i'.l'll 1% L e ERESENS i pon e PES IREIRO0 of
retirement of the previous permitiee. (o mye canes

perHETs Ere pareelled wie e allimicssrs haves been wyverely

ovrrgramel, it is court onbered, ar {UI.HIHEE B0 dinects. Fuch
an witlun a nebonsd ||.:||‘|-j Howsver, there are nuimerous
examples where conseivation otiginizatsans, Lvestock
upeTalara and lederal o EMAgE TS have worked creslively
within the bounds of current law to bayout permits. Io
o ca ied Congress has passed Iegialation that smthorizes
pormitt retirement oo specially dengraied land. These

retirement 1o be a socially

rompsEsiorele, ey cfficsnt. ||-|I|l.r.u|l_'.' pragmatic, arud
eonlogeally IeE i ibile winy 10 el detrine s lal lvestock
racang an pubkie G

thr M

Therumgt vl Pubilie Lasds G rexong Campaign

POMEBCIVATION EToups e lobbying Lomgress o pass bepg A1
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. DAWN MALLOW

3121 Buffalo Speedway & 5404
Houston, TX 77898

April 14, 2083

Renee Dana. Project Leader
BLM Rock Springs Field Office
280 Aighway 191 North

Rock Springs, WY 82%91

Dear Project Leader Dana and Sureaun of Land Management:

I would like to express my support for the Citizens' Wildlife
and Wildlands Alternative for the Jack Morrow Hills area in
HWyoming, and my opposition to the current Bureau of Land
HManagement Plan for this area.

The current BLM plan would decimate and destroy wildlife.
Pronghorn antelepe, Red Desert elk, mountain lions, coyotes,
golden sagles, ferruginous hawks, wild horses and over 358
other species of wildlife, some rare, would be threatened and
destroyed by the BLM's plan for oil and gas development in
the region.

. The current BLM plan would decimate and destroy Native
American sacred sites, such as Steamboat Mountain, alsoc an
ancient Native American buffals hunt site, and other sites
important to our indigenous peoples.

The current BLM plan would slowly but inexorably destroy the
"wildness" of the Jack Morrow Hills Study Area, replacing it
with roads, utility lines, drilling rigs, development, and
people, The reason recreaticnists visit it now is precisely
to experience that "wildness" that would be gone if the
present BLM plan is implemented.

In contrast, the preferable Citizens' Wildlife and Wildlands
Alternative would protect wildlife, protect wilderness,
protect sacred areas, allow responsible sustainable hunting
and grazing, and is favored by a diverse infermed group of
interested parties, including local businesses. laocal
ranchers, local hunters, and local conservationists.

Thank you for your consideration of my viewpoint on this
issue.

Bincerely,

Lawrn. (radlows
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April 14, 2003

. Renee Dana

Project Leader

BLM Rock Springs Field Office
280 Highway 191 North

Rock Springs, WY 82901

Deear s, Dana,

1 am a citizen of Fremont County in Wyoming. writing 1o support the Citizens' Wildlife and
Wildlands Altemative for the Jack Momow Hills Study Area. | understand that the BLM's
envirommental impact statemem (EIS) for the Jack Morrow Hills is to include drilling for, and
extraction of, oil and gas. plus extraction of minerals, The necessary infrastructure for removal
and delivery of the cil, gas and minerals for as long as they Jast, would also be necessary. While
I realize that the BLM is trving to strike a balance between use of the land and protection of the
same land, | am afraid that this plan sounds more weighted to use than protection. Furthermore,
such plans, if they are successfully promoted can result in the not so gradual, complete eroding
away of the natwal essance of these areas within a few years time. While the carth will remain,
cluttered with industrial materials, noise and polution, the eause for any BLM involvement will
be pone.

While T am a strong advocate for the protection end preservation of the relatively few wilderness

. areas that remain, simply as a place where the publie can experiece nature and rejuvinate our
beings. | found the most shocking aspect of the Jack Morrow Hills BLM plan 1o be the
disrespectful way in which the Native American archeological sites are proposed to be weated. |
do not see “environmental justice™ in dismissing the Wind River Indian Reservation people's
interests because of the supposed distance between the reservation and the Jack Morrow Hills,
As has long been the history of the White population in their treatment of the Native Americans,
this EIS seems to show that we feel that our (the White) cultural and historical interests are more
important and more worthy of protection. It is my opinion, a8 someone who has worked in the
reservation schools for the past three vears, that it is of extreme importance to the American
Indians of Wyoming that evidence of their particular history and spiritual practices be respected
and maintained. Industrial activity within 160 feet of these sites shows little regard for their
value let alone opportunity for their appreciation,

1 realize that many individuals within the BLM may hope for suggestions that will improve the
quality of stewardship of your agency. Often it is likely 1o be difficult 10 “hold the line” against
current political forces and special interests, Thus, | am writing in hopes that the interests of
citizens and their children and. children's children, may stand a chance. Hopefully, if enough of
us take 1o time ta write, we will prove to be & support to those within the BLM who would like 1o
feel that they are able to do work meaningful to future generations.
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2 W
If you do choose (o respond to my letter, | hope that the response will specifically address the

issues and questions that I have raised. Again, 1 also hope that the BLM will see fit to suppont
the Citizens"Wildlife and Wildlands Alernative for the Jack Morrow Hills Stady Area.

Thank you for your time and attention 1o reading this letier and in advance for any work you do
o support the Alternative.
Respectfully submitied,

e jatla 49, 39
Martha Hipp. Ph.D.
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228 N. Middieton
Palatine, llinois 60067
April 23, 2003

Ms.Renee Dana, Project Leader
BLM Rock Springs Field Office

280 Highway 191 Morth

Rock Springs, Wyoming 82901

re: Jack Morrow Hills Study Area

Dear Ms. Dana,

| am disappointed that you recently decided to give priority to oil and gas development in your

draft management plan for the Jack Mormow Hills Study Area which sllows several hundred new

oil and gas wells to be drilled in sensitive wildlife habitat. It will endanger Staamboat

Mountain, a Shoshone holy site, and an ancient Native American buffalo jump hunt site. The new
. roads, utility lines, and drilling rigs will destroy the wild character of this spectacular desert.

Flease, instead, support the Citizens' Wildlife and Wildlands Alternative. Your management
plan should reflect conservation and wildlife protection,

Sincerely,

ML e
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Ms. Renee Norion
Bureau of Land Management
Rock Springs Field Office
280 Highway 191 North
Rock Springs, WY 82901
April 23, 2003
Dear Renee Dana

I am contacting you to express my concern about the present state and future of the Red
Desert and the Upper Green River Basin in southwest Wyoming. I am particularty
concemned about the Jack Morrow Hills and [ belicve the BLM is not managing the range
of resources in this area, but instead is focused on the extraction of oil and gas.

I understand that this country, myself included, gobbles up fossil fuels and | understand
the concern that we are dependent on foreign sources to feed our ravaging appetite. | also
understand that the people of Pinedale, Kemmerer, Rock Springs, and centainly from
farther away want jobs in the resource extraction business. What | want to focus on in
this letter is a balance. There is a fine balance for many landscapes and the animals that
vigit, migrate, and call the Red Desent home. There is also a fine balance of life down
wind in the Wind River Mountains. This landscape is showing signs of increasing acidity
in the water cycle. ['m sure you are well aware of the natural history of the area you
manage.

Lastly there is & balance that can be achieved in managing this fragile place. Please find
it in your heart (get out to the wilder parts of the Jack Morrow Hills) to manage these
lands with a balance of maintaining the wildness and developing the resource. The gas
will be there for years to come. Please look at the cumulative impacts and take your time
to further scar the landscape with roads, noise, and air pollution making sure you are not
causing irreparable harm to the land, the migrations, the air, and the water, In this year of
2003, 1 think the BLM has the capacity and the knowledge 1o do a much better job in
managing all of the Red Desert’s resources not just the oil and gas lying under the
surface.

1 am very worried about the elk, antelope, sage grouse, and other animal populations in
the area. | dread new roads scarring previously undisturbed roadless areas. We need to
preserve our cultural heritage by protecting the Oregon and Pony Express Trails and
areas significant 1o Native Americans. To preserve this extraordinary area, the BLM

should manage different areas in different ways , not all oil and gas in all areas. The key
is balance.

Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to hear my thoughts. | hope vou

have a chance o think about these ideas, even if they are contrary to your agenda. [
support the Citizens” Wildlife and Woodlands Alternative for the Jack Morrow Hills

Plan
M?.WESME%; {})‘ﬁiﬁ\ 0

Georgie Stanley 1029 s. 200 w. Victor, ID 83455
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Yuuhs NGy,
Anwto Praasons
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Guy Paul Calonge
326 Holly Ave
Waorond, WY 82401
Fhone: 307-347-3%30
Emall: pealonpe@wyoming.com

April 22, 2003

Renee Dana. Team Leader
780 HWY 191 North
Rock Springs. WY 82901

Dear Ms. Danca;

| am wiifing o comment on the Supplemenial Drafl ELS for the Jack Momow
Hills CAP [146104930]]. | reclize that you are and will be receiving a lorge volume
of input on this subject, so | will fry to keep this short and fo the point; | will provide
my background ond interes! in this arec separately from my commenis on the
proposed alternatives to aflow you 1o get nght 1o my preferences if need be.
These comments are stictly my own, and are in no way o be construed fo
reflect the views of the company | work for or any of the clients this company
serves, | would ako fike o commend your team for the quality and clority if the
draft EIS; in my ine of work | have occasion to have to wode through fhese
things, and would like to say that this one is unusually lucid and easy fo navigate.
The maps and charts are outstanding. Thank you.

Personal bockground and Interest:

| have a personal history with his area extending confinuously over almost 29
years,

I am a2l year resident of Wyoming, having lived in Jeffrey City, Riverton, and
curently Wordand. | have been employed in the seismic exploration industry
since 1974. | fis! become acquainted with the Jack Momrow Hills greain 1974 on
asighlseeing tour of the Red Desert and Oregon Buties while on doys off, Since
that first visit, | hove worked on several seismic prospects that louched on or
were exclusively located in the plonning areo, the last being in the mid 1990s. |
have hunted antelope and sage grouse in the areq, ond fished the Sweetwater
along the Northermn boundary, In the 70s and 80s | spent considerable fime
motarcycling on the many frails ond roads in the area, and did some
snowmobiling during the winter of 1984/1985. | have hiked the Honeycomb
Buttes WiA. | roufinely take out of state visitors on tours of the areq, as there are
few ploces in Wyoming that have the mix of very good access with such an
unfenced "quality of solitude”.

That this "quality of solitude” ond the general unspoiled nature of this area can
exist alongside fhe considerable omount of sheep and cattle graring which has
occurred over the last 100 years, the uranium and mineral exploration, and the

A19A-74
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oil ond gas explorafion and development which has been done i wonderful. This

. area is a shining exaomple that the mulfiple use approach 1o range and land
management con be applied to maximize use of our public londs in the West
without destroying the quality of the resource,

Alternofive Preferences

In General:

My first thought atter reading through the draft BIS is, with some exceptions, to
favor Alternalive 1. Allemalive 2 s, with one exception, rather chilling, and
would be tololly unaocceptable to me. It seems to have been written by the
Biodiversity Conservation Allionce or the Sierra Club, ond goes hord ogainst the
concept ol multiple use.  Allemafive 3 has some good ond some bad. The
Prefemed Alternalive i an obvious atiempl af compromise, and like o
compromises will ikely please no one.

Allernative 1 seems to allow the most diverse mulfiple use of fhe Jack Momow
Hills, and o provide the most access to the area. All of the other allematives
seem fo me to pul an excessive buffer area around riparian and wildlife areas,
and to too shictly imit any cose by case review of exceptional condifions. The
one thing | really don't like in Allernative 1 i the lack of control aver the wild
horse population.

. Alternalive 2 seem: excessively limiting. About the only provision thot does not
mirror the ofher altematives that | agree with i the wild horse exclusion. This rore
agreement with Altermnafive 2 i due fo my own personal belief, based on my
observations over 2% years, that the wild horse herds throughout the Red Deserd
are grossly over populated and are detimental 1o the native wildife, My own
preference would hold the horse herds to the low end of the AML numbers, in
hopes of restoring the anfelope and sage growse populafions fo the levek | saw
in the '70s ond eary ‘80s. A more proactive predatlor manogemeant also would
be in order, especially for all the ground nesting birds,

| also strongly disogree with the wildfire control provision of this alternative.

The provisions of this altemative, while a virtual deathblow fo ofl ond gas or
other mineral development, as well as loo restictive fo grazing use, will not
plocate the environmental extremists. if seems to me thal this alternafive is
contrary to the spirit and concept of the multiple land use that has succeaded
so well in this area.

Alternative 3 allows too much wild horse eniry into the areaq, | cannot see
where the wild horse herd thal offen siays on the East sde of the Honeycomb
Buties WEA hos bean anything but destructive. Wild Horses are very beautiful to
se@e, bul my own opinion is that large numbers of them keep the notive wildife
off of water and desirable ronge, cousing loss of population. Considering the
outcry that accompanies any effort 1o control hore numbers, | am opposed 1o
. allowing o set AML for this area.
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This altermative also seems excessive on nparian area buffer areas, though |
agree with the enclosure provisions 1o a point, it considered on a case-by-case
bexsis by professional range managers with inpul from effected parfies [read
ranchers, wildife managers and mineral lessees). Considerations would include
the effect of the cument drought, and caose by case condition of thase areaqs.

The Preferred Altemative would be my second cholce behind Altermative 1.1
am not fully comforiakle with some of the butfer footages, wild horse
management provisions, or some of the Iravel management provisions.

in the: first place, when the Surface Management moaps were updaledin the
earty 80s. o large number of existing frails were omitied. | understand that these
were roads thot someone wanted closed, but they sfill ore there. Ao, the snow
removal policy needs to be flexable.

| ko disagree with the soge grouse winter concenirafion areas provision, os
in my opinion it does lithe 1o profec! the resource while setfing lorge areas off
limits to reasonable usage. i s my strong belief thal the decline in soge grouse
numbers coincides with the end of the oil boom of the 70s and early 80s, when
traffic through the offecled areas by coyole and fox hunfing workers declined to
almost nothing. To back this up, | offer the example of the area North of
Glenrock where there is o very healthy grouse population. The ranchers in this
mostly private area oggressively control predaltors; soge grouse flourish. A mare
proaclive predaior manogement poicy seems 1o be a befier bel to bolh restore
the grouse numbers and fo protect mountain plover. What is really the best and
mast realistic way o protect ground-nesting birdse

The oil and gos provisions are not all | would ke, as the somewhat arbitrary
limits on driling permits allowed might conflict with scienfific reservair
managemeant. | con give you o specific example of o yeor-delayed well permit
In Campbell County that has drastically reduced the recoverable reserves in one
field. There needs to be o process where exceplions to the well imits can be
amived at whan solid engineering research diciates.,

Conclusions

| do prefer Allemative 1. as il allows the most extersive mulliple use of this
areqa, and more closely follows the many years of successful monagement that
alowed this area o be in tha condition that has moade it so alfractive. My
reasons are admittedly pretly subjective. but they are based on o longstanding
personal relolionship with the study area.

| think | could five with the Preferred Alternative, bul there are ksues
conceming flexibiity in implementing the provisions that should be addressed in
the final EIS. This alfemative would be my second choice.

I venemently disogrea with the proposal that came out in the poper lost week
to create a National Fark or Nafional Monumenit out of this area. The Park
Service does not have enough money or staff fo take care of what they already
have, and do not really need any odditional responsibilities undil they do. The
Bureau of Land Management has done a very good job of managing this area;
this is why it hos remained in such desiroble condifion.
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The Jack Marrow Hills study area i one of the most successful exaomples of
. sustainable multiple use In the coundry. It proves that the concep! B workable
and the best model for the vast majority of public lands in the U.S. Please keep
this area open to all.
Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Gk
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P.O. Box 615 100,156

Lander, Wyoming 82520
April 30, 2003

Jack Morrow Hills CAP Team Leader
280 Highway 191 North

Rock Springs, Wyoming 82901
To Whom It May Concern:

Regarding public lands we are definitely in favor of multiple use, Afler reviewing the alternatives
for the Jack Morrow Hills presented at a March 13, 2003 open house in Lander, we agree that the
Preferred Alternative would be our choice of the options offered

We oppose establishment of any more Wildemess Study Areas because it is too hard to have them
released from thar status,

Personally, we are most interested in recreational use of the area. We hunt, camp and “explone™—
Jjust enjoy looking amund In years past we rock hunted but are somewhat afraid to do that any more
as we are concemed about what is legal and what isnot.  Nobody wants to get amrested for picking
up an amowhead! That anxiety applies to camping as well. In the good old days we could pull off
the road in a nice place and spend some time enjoying it without fear of being cited for being there.
Recently we purchased ATV's and look forward to seemg more of the Jack Morrow Hills and other

. areas via that method of transportation. 'We don’t do much hiking but that certainly does not mean
we don’t enjoy the area or that we want 1o or should be restricted 10 non-motorized exploring. A
major concem to us personally is that areas should be well marked when they are off limits and that
maps, CLEARLY MARKED, should be readily available at all BLM offices for those wishing to use
the area for recreational use, whether motonzed or not,

A second concem is that livestock grazing be allowed, and at a rate that doesn't drive the ranchers
out of business. The cattle indusiry is as much a part of our heritage as the natural resources, not
to mention that most of us enjoy eating beef (and even mutton!) &t least occasionally. The more
land that is developed and placed into housing/subdivisions, the more critical it becomes that we
be able to sustain food (livestock) production, not forcing our country to look 1o imports.

And let us not forget the tax base of the counties affected by the development or lack thereof of
minerals. The services we all enjoy don't come free—the counties need the income.

Thank you for considening our comments.

L “Louic” and Judy Gilletie M 2097
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George & Frances Alderson 100,167
112 Hilton Avenue
Balimore, MDD 21228

. May 1, 2003

Renée Dana, Team Leader
BLM, Rock Springs Field Office
280 Highway 191 North

Rock Springs WY 82001

Please include this letter as a comment on the Jack Momow Hills supplemental DEIS. 1
{George Alderson) am a westerner by origin and passed through the Rock Springs area
many times while [ was living in Utah. My wife and 1 share a concern for wise
management of the public lands administered by BLM.

The Red Desert is one of those areas nationally known for scenic and ecological values,
and it has been proposed for various forms of preservation over the span of a century
We arc asionished to learn that BLM's draft EIS essentially makes oil and gas
development the dominant use of the area, potentially leading to several hundred new
wells being drilled in sensitive arcas of wildlife habitat.

We urge BLM to adopt the “Citizens’ Wildlife and Wildlands Alternative™ as the
preferred alternative. Tt reflects devoted efforts of citizen groups in the area and allows a

. healthy diversity of recrestion activities, including ORVs where appropriate, hunting,
livestock grazing, and public access to the public lands. We have the following specific
COmMMEnts:

Mineral Leasing: We favor a buy-out or trade of mineral leases in the area, and we ask
BLM to prohibit all future oil, gas and mineral leasing in this plan area.

Wilderness Study Areas: Existing wilderness study areas (WSA) should be off-limits to
any new roads or developments. We also ask BLM to designate new WSAs where
citizens have identified lands that have wilderness characteristics as defined in sec. 603 of
the Federal Land Policy & Management Act of 1976, One of the virtues of the BLM
resource planning process is that new information and re-thinking of decisions made
under severe time limitations in the original wilderness inventory can lead 1o better
decisions in this current planning effort,

In summary, we believe the “Citizens’ Wildlife and Wildlands Alternative”™ is an option

that reflects a wise balance of uses, so the scenic values and ecological integrity of the
Red Desert can be sustained in future centuries.

% %fﬁ@m%@_
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May 8, 2003

Renee Dana, Team Leader
Bureau of Land Management
Rock Springs Field Office
2801 Highway 191 North
Rock Springs, Wyoming 82901

RE: Jack Morrow Hills
Diraft Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Ms. Dana:
] have reviewed the abave referenced document and offer the following comments.

1) The EIS Study Area is 622,000 scres or roughly the size of the state of Rhode Tsland. Oil and
gas development has occurred since the 1920's while wildlife numbers have increased
dramatically. Much of this ares was available to the public for free during the homestead years.
However, very little was not homesteaded because it lacked adequate water and forage. This is
not an area similar to our National Parks, recognized early as a treasure 1o be preserved for future
generations. Only after industry and other uses have indicated increased intersst in the area has the
area gained such notonety in the minds of special interest groups

2) BLM should adopt Alternative #1 for lands available for oil and gas leasing. This will provide
leasing in the Core Area while observing Wildemess Sudy Areas. Alternative #1 will also adhere
to the President’s desire to increase national security by decreasing dependence on foreign fuels
and make the nation energy self sufficient.

) BLM must honor existing leases within the Study Area. Furthermore, BLW must offer lands
for lease within at least a one mile radius of these cxisting leases. It has alrcady been determined
through the Interior Board of Land Appeals that “the close proximity of lands unavailable for
leasing prevents the development of existing leases™. 1 strongly urge you 1o honor this verdict by
the IBLA in Prima vs BLM (Docket #96-502 and #97-415).

4) BLM's suggestion of “staged mineral development” is unacceptable. The very workings of the

CAEFIR. WYDMIMG 82802
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Ma Renee Dana Team Leader
Jack Morrow Hilfls - Draft Environmental Impact Statement
May K, 2003

oil and gas indusiry prevents this philesophical utopia from cecurring. Exploratory wells are
generally drilled far apart by unaffiliated companies. Once a new field is discovered, development
then occurs in a very small area. [n mosi cases, a company may only own leases in a small portion
of the Swdy Area. To limit activity 1o “stages™ would harm 2 company from exercising its rights
1o develop its leasehold in a priddent manner, Funding for BLM 1o complete studies associated
with “staged development” is not defined or insured and therefore should not be considersd.

5) National Historic Trails viewshed stipulation should remain at 1/4 mile on either side or visual
horizon, whichever is less. To go beyond this stipulation violates the Green River Resource
Management Plan and also recent directives by the BLM State Office.

6) Ouly Wildemess Study Areas authorized under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act should remain and be recognized in the EIS. Identifying lands beyond this
authorization violates a recent settlement decision by the United States Depariment of the Interiar
in the United States District Court, District of Utah.

7) Wildlife mitigation for species that are considered threstenad but are also hunted by sportsmen

. should be analyzed with the primary mitigation method 1o abolish hunting before mitigation by
other uses, including oil and gas development, are considered. The primary anticipated effect of
hunting is the taking of wildlife, whereas the primary effect of oil and gas development is not to
take wildlife.

8) The number of wells proposed in the Preferred Alternative is 200 wells over a 20 year period
or an average of 10 wells per year, Assuming a success rate of | in 10 and an average disturbance
of 3 acres per drillsite, oil and gas activity will emporarily disturb 30 acres per year and have a
long term disturbance of 3 acres per year, All this occurnng in 8 622,000 acre Study Area is
hardly significant. ] would encourage you to increase the number of allowed wells to 500,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document.
Very truly yours,

O el

D. Steven Degenfelder
Vice President, Land
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Renee Dana

Project Leader

BLM Rock Springs Office
280 Highway 191 North
Rock Springs, WY 82901

1 would like to comment on the DEIS for the Jack Morrow Hills area of the Red
Desert. To the best of my understanding, it seems as though development, likely oil and
gas development, will be permitted throughowt the entire area covered by the stitement. 1
think that the 620,000 acres of the study area should be reserved for recreation and
wildlife. Existing ail and gas leases, which were granted before a resource plan was in
place, should still be honored, but elsewhere on BLM land. That is my personal opinion.

The oil and gas companies want 10 be able to extract in this area as much as
sponsmen and women want it reserved for recreation, The pressures on you and your
colleagues must be great. 1ssues such as land use tend to become emotionally charged,
the sides often polanize, and BLM employees are in the middle. 1 know that as far apar
as both sides seem on any issue, a compromise always exists. As | stated above, 1 would
like to see the entire area reserved for recreation and wildlife. As it stands now in the
DEIS, the oil and gas developers have access 1o the entire area for drilling. 1 do not think
it is unrealistic to find a compromise on the issue. Reserve some for recreation and
wildlife, and allow some responsible oil and gas development in the rest.

Another 1ssue concerming the land use plan for the Jack Morrow Hills. It is my
understanding that cultural resources related to European American history, such &3 the
varions overland trails which cross the area, are o receive a development buffer of 14
mile. Native American relics such as ruins or petroglyphs are only to get a 100-foot
development buffer. 1 am sure there is a reason for this. 1 can speculate that Anglo
cultural artifacts are few and can pet @ large buffer, and that Native artifacts are many,
and if given a 1/4 mile radius, then the entire area would be covered by development
buffers. If this is the case, it would seem as though there are a large numbers of Native
American relics concentrated in the arca, which would further my belief that it should be
reserved for non-development use, such as recreation and wildlife. However the plan
turns out for the area, this disperity should be re-examined, and/or clearly explained so as
not 1o seem culturally unfair.

Thank you fior receiving my comments on the issue al hand. 1 appreciate what
you and all BLM employees do by accepting siewardship of our public lands.

Si ly,
M“
James Hurley Smith

P.O. Box 3672
Jackson, WY 83001
307.739.8661
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Northern Arapahe Business Council
P.O. Box 3968

. Fi Washakia, Wyoming 82514
Prepne 332-6120 — 332-5006 — 307-886-2461

May 12, 2003

Ms. Renee Dana

Project Leader

BLM Rock Springs Field Office
280 Hwy 191 North

Rock Springs, Wyoming 82901

RE: Jack Morrow Hills Supplemental Draft Plan

This letter is regarding the recent draft Jack Morrow Hills Supplemental Draft Plan. The area in
question is the 620,000 acre Jack Morrow Hills Study Area of Wyoming's Red Deser, which
has been an important cultural landscape for the Arapaho Nation and our ancestors for thousands
of years

. To date, we believe that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has produced a plan that fails
10 protect Native American holy sites and parts of the Jack Morrow Hills Study Area that were
used by our ancestors for hunting. medicine gathering and spiritual purposes. We would like w
make the following observations regarding the plan:

e The BLM has systematically provided for lesser protection for Native American coltural
and spimitual sites than for other resources in the Red Desert or even with similar non-
Indian culiural resources.

o The BLM fails to provide the necessary agency support for study and idemification of
these important sites, as it does for other resources.

» In the limited protections provided (100 fi. buffer zone), the BLM has failed to recognize
the distinct differences in fragility, sacredness. and importance of Native American sites.
Each type of site will require a varying degree of protection. instead of a one-size fits all
approach. With Tribal consultation, the BLM should devise a ranking of protection
sirategies that will fit with the variety of sites that exist. Strong protection standards
should be defined for site tvpes, even for those yet unknown, so that at a minimum,
disturhance is avoided prior 10 further analysis.

» The BLM fails 1o protect the view sheds of the Indian Gap Trail, the Boars Tusk, other
respected features, and the composite of the sacred landscape of the Red Desert.

s Even though very limited in information (and recognizing that only 2% of the lands have
been surveyed for cultural resources), the BLM repont presents a picture of a landscape
with a rich and phenomenal number of Native American traditional cultural and religious

. sites. To ensure the future protection of the sites known, as well as those yet

Jack Morrow Hills Coordinated Activity Plan
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undiscovered, the mosi protective sirategies 1o preventing land disturbance must be
instituied, far beyond alternative £2.

* The agency’s “preferred alternative™ is unacceptable as a plan for protecting Native
American sites. due to all the failures noted above. These include: insufficient buffer
zones; VRM classifications that are weak and allow too much disturbance to the visual
landscape; lack of agency resources for study and identification of these resources; poorly
devised “adaptive management process” that fails to provide up-front protection; and
failure to protect the overall landscape of the area,

+  The Visual Resources Management {VRM) classifications should be increased for the
entire area 1o classes | & 11, which the BLM states, “would have beneficial effects on the
visual quality of historic resources and Native American ‘respected places™.

* Communication siles should be limited on high points, which the BLM acknowledpes,
“wiould help protect heritage resources from physical and visual impacts

= The entire Jack Morrow Hills area should be closed to further oil & gas and mining
exploration and development. Existing leases should be bought or not renewed when
expired. Preventing these significant land disturbing activities throughout the area is the
only way lo ensure future protection for Native American sites currently known and those
unidentified. Protecting the area’s unique wildlife, ecology, historical and cultural wealth
for the benefit of fulure generations—Indian and non-Indian alike—for out weighs the
minor & shon term mineral potential of the area. The BLM reports states that this
“would have an overall beneficial impact on heritage resources by eliminating these
surface disturbance activities,”

#  The agency should invest additional resources in study, consultation with Tribes and
elders, identification of traditional native American sites and the development of special
protective designations for a range of sites—so ae 1o ensure the highest level of protection
for these Native American cultural resources.

* Agency enforcement should be increased to ensure that poachers of artifacts are deterred
or proseculed,

Thank you for taking our thoughts into consideration regarding this timely and important issue.
We look forward 1o working further with vou on developing a plan that will provide meaningful
protection for American Indian holy sites and arcas of cultural imponance to the Arapaho Mation
within the Jack Morrow Hills Study Area

Sincerely,

Aftﬁ Mﬂ: -ﬂ‘ﬁ; rl

Carlion Underwood, Co-Chairman
Northern Arapaho Business Council
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MNORTHERN ARAPAHO BUSINESS COUNCIL
WIND RIVER RESERVATION
ETHETE. WYOMING

. RESOLUTIOM OF THE

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-8642

WHEREAS, the Morthern Arapaho Business Council ("NABC™) of the Morthern Arapeho Tribe is the
governing body duly awiborized by ihe Monhern Arapabo General Council to conduct business on behalf of
the Tribe; and

WHEREAS. the Northern Arapaho Business Couneil considers the Jack Morraw Hills Study Aren of the
Red Desert as 2 valuable culural landscape and an imponiant pan of our people’s heritage

WHEREAS, the Northern Arapaho Business Council deems the Jack Morrow Hills supplemental drafi plan
s inadequate in protecting American Indisn holy sies. wildlife, scemery and resources of cultural
imporiance o the Northern Argpaho Mation

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northern Ampahe Business Council deems that the
Bureau of Land Manapement's consullation with the Morthern Arapaho Business Council and Tribal Elders
as inadequate and most be mpraved with the Jack Morrow Hills planning process and other processes that
will impact the Red Desen

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, tha the Morthern Arapaho Butiness Council supports further protections
for the Jack Momow Hills Study Area and secks 1o be more actively informed in this Imponant plaaning

process and in other planning process that my impact other pants of Wyoming's Red Desert.

. BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Chairman or Co-Chairman is sutharized and directed to sign thas
resolution on behall of the Morthern Arapaho Tribe,

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned. as Chairman of the MNorihern Arapaha Business Council, hereby
certifies that the Morthern Arapaho Business Council consists of six (6) members and that
five (5) members were present constituting a quorum, 8t a duly called meeting of the
Worthern Arapaho Business Council held on May 6, 2003, and that the foregoing
resolution was adopted by a vote of five (5) members FOR, zero () members AGAINST.
Chairman voling, and that the {oregoing resolution has not been rescinded or amended in
any way,

DONE AT ETHETE, WYOMING, THIS 6" DAY OF JUNE, 2003.

i ! f
Carlton Underwood, Cu—Chnimﬁ

Northern Arapaho Business Council
ATTEST:

Susan Juhn%, Secrewry

. Northern Arapaho Business Council
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wlnadee, Wipoming 52520
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Bureau of Land Management
Renee Dana Team Leader
280 Highway 191 North
Rock Springs, WY 8200]

Dear Renee:

First, | would like to encourage the BLM 10 consider that some of the groups claiming 10
represent the citizens of the Sune of Wyoming and the Counties of Fremont and
Swectwater ane not funded by those they claim Lo represent. Although every eitizen and
group of the United States of America has a nght to their opinion and input. the input
from the people that live here und those of us who represent those people should be given
due consideration when making decisions on how to manage and use the public lands
surrounding our communities,

Second, as the elected Treasurer of Fremont County, it is my responsibility to report to
the people of our county the impact of mineral production on the funding of roads,
bridges, law enforcement, schools, libraries, recreation districts, ete.  Shutting off all
options to curren| and future production of oil and natural gas in the Jack Momow Hills
urea is not good responsible planning. The tax base in the State of Wyoming and in
Sweetwaler and Fremont Countics, are made up of primarily mineral tax asscssments.
Government, schools, and recreation, as well as jobs and the local economy depend on
mimnerdl production for their livelihood. Options must remaim open for responsible
production and use of our public lands 1o provide revenue to pay for the services
demanded by the citizens surrounding the public lands,

Third, the cultural experiences are not only those experienced by the American Indian,
Many families migrated to the area as recent as 100 or 200 years ago. Hunting and
exploring the area was done primarily by horseback and motor vehicle. As one gets
older, it is imporiant that the option of motor vehicle ravel be svailable for those that
cannot hike long distances over rugged terrmn.  Wildemness and primitive areas, and
national parks make up in excess of 12% of the area of State of Wyoming. These lands
that are “'set aside” cover over 7 million acres that mosi people or their grandehildren
could not explore in a lifetime. There is wildemess in Fremont, Subletie and Washakie
counties where motorized activity and mineral extraction are prohibited. Why tie up
maore land?

s 332005 8573685 Fow 307352009
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Jack Morrow Hills
May 13, 2003
Page 2

Finally, grazing of livestock has been an imponant part of Wyoming's culture and
cconomiic viability for many years. The cattlemen and women that settled the west have
survived because the public lands have been managed and used responsibly. I find it
frustrating that most of the individuals who support the so called “citizens alternative™
have little or no ties to those that setled this area. 1f the ‘riches™ available on our public
lunds were not allowed to be used, this area of the USA would not be the great place on
earth that it 15 today.

| support the preferred altemative that allows for continued multiple use of the area
known as the Jack Morrow Hills. Well managed multipie-use of our pubic lands should
always be a viable option. The existing oil and pas leases should be reactivated so that
production of the available minerals can begin as soon as possible. The preferred
alternative adopis an Adaptive Managemeni Strategy calling for the extractive activity to
be aggressively monitored for the effects on the surrounding environment. Congress
must adequately appropriate funds to the BLM so that proper monitoring can take place,
However, industry's investment should not be jeopardized because of inadequate funding
of the moniloring process,

As oil and gas lenses expire and are due to be renewed, companies that have practiced

sound ervironmental exploration and extraction should be given more opportunity to
. produce. Sound environmental practices should be rewarded with timely renewal, not

bopped down with legal maneuvers, rules, and regulations that have no scientific basis

E {
I-i. Scott Hamsber
Fremont County Treasurer
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